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Huth. 
She stood breMt high amid the corn, 
Clasped by the golden light of morn, 
Like the sweetheart of the sun, 
Who many a glowing kiss had won. 

On her cheek an autumn flush 
Deeply ripened — such a blush 
In the midst of brown was bom-— 
Like the red poppies grow with corn. 

Round her eyes her tresses fell, 
Which were blackest none could tell ; 
But long lashes veiled a light 
That had else been all too bright 

And ber hat, with shady brim, 
Made her tressy forehead dim ; — 
Tbus she stood amid the stocks, 
Praising God with sweetest looks. 

Sure, I said, Heaven did not mean 
Where I reap thou should'st but glean ; 
Lay thy sheaf adown and come, 
Share my harvest and my home. 

— Tliomas Hood. 


Dear Editor -. — This is my first attempt to write 
for the Evangelist. I love to read the children's 
page best of all. Harvest will soon be here. 
Then my brother will come up from Md. We will 
be glad to see him. I will close by answering 
Delia Blue's question : Who took the little book out 
of the angels hand and ate it up? St. John. Rev. 10; 
10. I will also ask a question : Whocarried the ark 
to the edge of the water and their feet was dipped 
into it ? Yours truly, 

John S. Bowman. 

Port Republic, Va., June 11, 1887. 


Prayer. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availcth much. J as. 5 : 16. 

Prayer i* something that means much to the 
Christian, By prayer we gain spiritual strength. 
By prayer we get nearer to the Lord. By prayer 
we receive all of our blessings. By earnest prayer 
and communion with our God all the work of the 
church is credited. And the Christian who fol- 
lows the Savior's first lesson, teaching us how to 
pray as in Matt. 6 : 6, will receive great blessings 
from the Lord. How pleasant it is to enter our 
closet where we are shut out trom all the world 
and all our cares, troubles, and duties of life are 
forgotten and with a consecrated and contrite heart 
ask the Lord lor th ma things of which we are in 
need. 

Brethren let us unite our prayers as one great 
cry to the Lord that he may help, strengthen and 
and guide us in the work of church as it is now 
before us. Let us not be negligent in this direc- 
tion. But let ub get our hearts right, before the 
Lord, and pray to him earnestly as did Christ on 
the Mount when he prayed all night long for help 
and strength. Thus it one as pure as our Savior 
had to pray to hi* Father for blessings, how much 
more should we who are so weak and sinful pray 
that he might guide us in the work of advancing 
his cause and kingdom here on earth. Happy are 
those who can follow Paul's teaching in Thees. 
5 : 16, 17, 18, where he instructed to rejoice ever- 
more, to pray without ceasing, and in everything 
to give thanks. 

Under this subject of prayer we should consider 
especially tam'ily worship. Every Christian home 
ought to have the family altar, where at even time 
the father as head ot the family could gather his 
children around him, and with parental love and 
kindness tell them of Jesus' love for them and by 
prayer commend them to God who as intrusted 
them to your care to be taught the way of Chris- 
tian life and duty toward God, and for instruction 
in righteousness. Oh I ths pain and sorrow it will 
surely give to you, fathers, if by such' neglect your 
Bon and daughter is sporting on the barren fields of 
vice and folly, wheu God calls them, and their eyes 
cease to see, their hands cease to move, and their 
feet cease to walk ; and they are caught in the cold 
embrace of death and you must bid them a sad 
farewell for time and eternity. 

F. M. OvERLESS 


Purity is freedom from foreign substances, inter- 
nally; cleanness, externally — in man as in metals. 
Are you pure, or only clean ? 


Prajer-meeUag Cosrteay. 
BY WtV. 8. W. ADKXAKOX, 

1. 1 mean courtesy to the leader. It la a great 
unkindness to leave him unsupported. He takes 
hie place relying on our pledged assurance that we 
will hold up his hands. It is an absolute lack of 
common charity, therefore, for fifty or a hundred of 
us, his friends, to sit facing him and see him troub- 
led, trembling and self-distrustful, nut not rouse 
ourselves to help him. His position is that ot one' 
appointed by us all to lead us to the warfare, and 
when the battle thickens he beholds himself alone. 
Nay, we are even discourteous to the point of ab- 
solute cruelty. The pause comes, and he waits for 
a word ; but all those fifteen who have as yet tak- 
en no part, stare at him in cold, relentless, pitiless 
cruelty. Be courteous to the leader. 

2. Let the leader be courteous to the meeting. 
It is not kind to the prayer-meeting committee to 
be appointed, and then not go, nor send any no- 
tice! Tou simply stay away, that's all. But that 
is one of the sine of omission, which is a flagrant 
sin of transgression. It is a cowardly breach of 
etiquette. Because it gives the impression that 
the prayer-meeting committee have been derelict 
in duty. You choose to saddle them with this load, 
and, more than that, it hurts their feelings. And 
more still, it puts a stumbling- block before the 
meeting. No oue else is prepared to load, the 
meeting begins late, and all is thrown into confu- 
sion by staying away. 

3. Be courteous) to the strangei. If yon had 
him in your house, you would try to make him at 
ease. He is just as much your guest at the prayer- 
meeting. He may have run in tor shelter. Your 
friend's soul may be in special danger. It is worse 
than the Levite and priest acted. For they passed 
him by on the highway. But we pasB by our 
friend's critical hurt in our own home. He has 
come in as our guest, and we all sit dumb and un- 
interesting. Be courteous to him. "Give him a 
hymn-book?" Yes, but more. Give him a good 
word, spoken in the meeting ; let him carry home 
the remembrance of an earnest prayer. We are 
told ot successful, earnest preachers, under whose 
ministry occurred many conversions, th%t they 
ever carried into their pulpit the thought thai 
some one had come into the house in special need. 
Every service was thus a critical service. This in 
equally true of every prayer-meeting. To Borne om- 
it is a serious crisis. And as we cannot tell the 
burden and longing which those around us carry 
under their calm and indifferent exterior, the only 
true way is to exercise the highest type ot Chris- 
tian courtesy to every me at every meeting. Our 
manners have a great deal to do with oar neighbor* 
morals, 

4. Courtesy to the brother or sister who partici- 
pates. The forgei fulness of the commonest rules 
of courtesy is often apparent. Trifling slips, quaint 
language, unfortunate blunders, stumbling hesi- 
tancy are not matters to he laughed at in a meet- 
ing which is a drill- room of the Lord .leu us Christ. 
I have known pert young misses and conceited 
young men mnke rare sport of the evident embar- 
rassment of Home one who was heroically endeav- 
oring to honor his Master at great personal dis- 
comfort. This fear of criticism on account of de- 
ficiencies of which he is most painfully conscious, 
has in the old time kept many an earnest young 
brother from becoming a pi ayer- meeting helper. 
Thank God, we are at earnest drill now ! Let us 
therefore be extremely courteous. By and by it 
will occur to me. I will make a blunder. I am 
sure I shall not want to be laughed at. Let us all 
try, when anything like this occurs, to cover it at 
once by starling a hymn, or relieving the brother 
by ourselves participating at once. 

6. Be courteous to yourBelt — I mean your real 
self. Do not be rough with your own hopes. A 
man will be much more likely to be courteous to 
the world with genuine kindness, who is courteous 
to his own children, to bis own wife. We none of 
us can afford to treat our own souIb disrespectfully. 
To be careless and indifferent and noisy in the 
pray er-sery ice, to be irreverent during these holy 
services, is a wanton, cruel, disrespectful treatment 
of that within us — our soul. He who values his 
own self lightly, will be willing to trifle with other 


This is, after all, the true beginning. He 
who regards longingly the needs ot hi* struggling 
desires and choices, and looks on the prayer-meet- 
ing and his own participation therein as a means 
to his own growth, will surely respect others. Be 
courteous to thyself. 

6. Be courteous to the Holy Spirit. ( "Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit." Honor Him in your con- 
duct by your participation ; remember Him in yonr 
prayers. . 

One of the prime essentials to a good meeting, a 
great blessing, and continued prosperity, is a 
thorough and consecrated courtesy. Even in a 
dull meeting, yes, most of all in a dull meeting, it 
is unpardonable. "Let no one despise thy youth, 
but be thou an example of the believers." Let us, 
for Christ's sake, show that our standard of devout, 
courteous attention is very high. — Golden Mule. 


ConversioH Through Family Worship. 

In his Fireside, Mr. Abbot tells us of a gay 
young lady who paid a visit of a week in the 
family of a minister, an eminently holy man. His 
fervent intercessions for his children and the other 
inmates of his dwelling, went to this thoughtless 
heart : they were the Spirit's arrow, and upon thst 
family alter his visitor was enabled to present him- 
self a living sacrifice to God. 

It is with the church in the bouse as with the 
church in the village. The wayfarer may get a 
word in passing which he never can forget. The 
stranger tbat turns aside to tarry for a night may 
hear at your family worship the word that will 
save his soul. 

Some years ago, an Irish wanderer, bis wife and 
his sister, asked a night's shelter in the cabin of a 
pious school-master. With the characteristic 
hospitality of his nation, the school-master made 
them welcome. It was his hour for evening wor- 
ship, and when the strangers were seated, he be- 
gan by reading slowly and solemnly the second 
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians. The young 
man sat astonished. The expressions, "Dead in 
trespasses and sins," "Children of wrath," "Walk- 
ing after the course of this world," were new to 
him. He Bought an explanation. He was told 
that this is ( lod'n account of the state of man by 
nature. He felt that it was exactly his own state. 
"In this way I have walked from my childhood. 
In the service of the God of this world we have 
come to your house." 

Ho was on the way to a fair, where he intended 
to pass a quantity of counterfeit money. But God's 
Word had found him out. He produced his store 
of coin, and begged his host to cast it into the fire ; 
and asked anxiously if he could not obtain the 
Word of God tor himself. His request was com- 
plied with, and next morning, with the new treas- 
ure, the parly, who bad now no errand to the fair, 
returned to their own home. But I cannot enu- 
merate all the conversions which have occured 
at the Church in the House. Many servants have 
been awakened there. Children hay e often heard 
their truths, which, when the Spirit brought them 
to rememberance in after days — perhaps in days 
of profligacy, and when far from their father's house 
— have sent home the prodigal. It is not only of 
Zion's solemn assemblies, but of Jacob's humble 
dwellings — the little fireside sanctuaries — "tbat 
tbe Lord shall count when he writeth up the peo- 
ple. This man was born there." In your house 
there have been, perhaps, severs) spirits born into 
this world. Have there been any born again ? 

Rev. Dr. Hamilton. 


God is better served in resisting a temptation to 
evil that in many formal prayers. — William Prnn. 

God has no man in his kingdom who refuses to 
become "a partaker of his holiness." — M. T. 
Middtoditch. 

We behold all round about us one vast union in 
which no man can labor for himself without labor- 
ing at the same time for all others. 

I learned that he that will be a hero will barely 
be a man ; that he that will be nothing but a doer 
of his work, is sure of his manhood. 

The spirit of Christ sweetly calms the soul of a 
suffering believer, not by taking away all sense of 
pain, but by overcoming it with a sense of his love. 


